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A palladium-catalyzed direct trialkylsilyl transfer to aryl
halides has been developed. In the presence of Pd(t-Bu3P)2
and K3PO4, electron-rich para- or meta-substitute aryl
iodides were coupled efficiently with triethylsilane, triphen-
ylsilane, and dimethylphenylsilane to afford the correspond-
ing silylated products in moderate to good yields.

Arylsilanes are one of the most fundamental and
widespread classes of intermediates in modern organic
chemistry, and numerous preparation methods have been
proposed.1 One of the great strengths and sources of
creativity in synthetic chemistry is the availability of a
number of viable routes to the same or similar chemical
products. On the basis of this idea, much interest has
been focused on the development of a methodology for
the introduction of silicon into organic molecules, because
such a methodology would be valuable for the preparation
of novel silicon-containing materials.

The traditional method of generating arylsilanes is
through the reaction of chlorosilanes with aryllithium or
aryl Grignard reagents (Scheme 1, route a).2 On the other
hand, hydrosilane derivatives are also thought to have
potential utility as silylating reagents in the presence of
transition-metal complexes. Palladium-catalyzed reac-
tions are especially versatile methods for carbon-carbon
bond formation due to their generality and ability to
tolerate a wide range of important organic functional
groups.3 However, to the best of our knowledge, there

have been a few successful reports of palladium-catalyzed
silicon-aryl carbon bond formation (Scheme 1, route b).4,5

This is because hydrosilanes generally work as reducing
reagents in the presence of a palladium catalyst. For
instance, Chatgilialoglu et al. reported that the addition
of palladium dichloride (5-10 mol %) to a mixture of
4-iodoanisole and triethylsilane in ether at room tem-
perature gave the corresponding reduction product, ani-
sole, in an almost quantitative yield (Scheme 2, route c;
reduction).6,7 Murata, Masuda, and co-workers reported
the synthesis of aryltriethoxysilanes via palladium-
catalyzed silylation of aryl iodides with triethoxysilane
in the presence of base.4a,b,8 However, they also mentioned
that triethylsilane was not suitable as a silylating
reagent because of its strong reducing power in their
palladium-catalyzed silylation of aryl halides. DeShong
and Komuro and their co-workers also reported the Pd(0)-
catalyzed silylation of aryl halides with triethoxysilane,
but there was no information about the coupling of
triethylsilane with aryl halide.4c,d Therefore, the develop-
ment of a coupling procedure utilizing trialkylsilane
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SCHEME 1. Different Synthetic Routes to
Arylsilanes

SCHEME 2. Reaction of 4-Iodoanisole with
Triethylsilane in the Presence of Palladium
Catalyst
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represents an interesting challenge in the field of organic
synthesis.5,9

Our group and others have recently demonstrated that
palladium catalysts coordinated with bulky, electron-rich
tri-tert-butylphosphine can exhibit high reactivity in a
range of coupling processes.10-12 During the course of our
study, we found that trialkylsilanes show different reac-
tivity toward aryl halides in the presence versus the
absence of Pd(t-Bu3P)2 (Scheme 2, route d; silylation).13

In this report, I attempt to describe the palladium-
catalyzed silicon-aryl bond formation using aryl iodides
with hydrosilanes in the presence of a catalytic amount
of Pd(t-Bu3P)2 and provide the information on the scope
and limitations of this reaction.

The coupling reaction of 4-iodoanisole with triethylsi-
lane was selected to optimize the reaction conditions. It
was found that, among the catalysts tested, Pd(t-Bu3P)2

was the most effective palladium source.14a The reaction
proceeded smoothly even at 1 mol % catalyst loading.
After screening bases, we recognized K3PO4 as the most
effective.14b The desired silylated product was obtained
in low yield, and the reduced one was dominantly
observed without base. Among the solvents examined,
the use of 1-methyl-2-pyrrolidinone (NMP) was essential
for this silylation. Room temperature was found to be
optimal for the reaction. The optimized conditions were
4-iodoanisole (1.0 equiv), triethylsilane (1.1 equiv), K3PO4

as base (3.0 equiv),14c and 1 mol % of Pd(t-Bu3P)2 in NMP
at room temperature under a nitrogen atmosphere, which
afforded the silyl product in an 84% isolated yield along
with a small amount of anisole (ca. 10%).15

To clarify the generality and scope of this coupling
reaction, the silylations of a wide variety of aryl halides

and trialkylsilanes were examined under these condi-
tions. The results are summarized in Table 1. The
electronic and steric characteristics of the substrates
significantly affected the reactions. Aryl iodides were
significantly more reactive than bromides and chlorides
(entries 1, 4, and 5). The presence of an electron-
withdrawing group on the aromatic ring interfered with
the coupling reaction (entry 6). On the other hand,
electron-rich aryl iodide afforded moderate to good prod-
uct yields (entries 1, 8, and 10), although the prolonged
reaction time was required for meta-substituted aryl
iodide (entry 12).16,17 This is in contrast to a typical
palladium-catalyzed cross-coupling process, where electron-
rich aryl halide furnished lower product yields. Addition-
ally, the presence of a group at the ortho-position of the
aromatic ring afforded no silylated product due to the
steric hindrance (entry 7). This reaction was applicable
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TABLE 1. Reaction of Organic Halides with R3SiH in
the Presence of a Catalytic Amount of Pd(t-Bu3P)2

a

a Reaction conditions: aryl halide 0.55 mmol, R3SiH 0.60 mmol,
K3PO4 1.65 mmol, Pd(t-Bu3P)2 0.0055 mmol, NMP 1 mL. b Isolated
yield of silylated product. Other major products were reduction
ones, and the GC yield is shown in parentheses. c Starting material
was recovered in 61% (GC yield). d The silylated product could not
be detected by GC-MS. e GC yield. The silylated product could
be detected by GC-MS, but could not be isolated. f The reaction
time was 60 h.
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to not only triethylsilane but triphenylsilane and di-
methylphenylsilane as well (entries 2, 3, 9, and 11).18

Although the mechanistic details of the reaction are
not yet clear, at the initial step oxidative addition of
hydrosilane to the Pd(0) catalyst generates the R3Si-
PdII-H complex,19 which reacts with Ar-X to form the
intermediates A-D. Through the σ-bond metathesis
reaction of these species, the silylated product (ArSiR3)
would be produced from the intermediates A or B,
reduction product would be generated from the interme-
diates C or D, and active Pd(0) species would be needed
to complete the catalytic cycle (Scheme 3).4d,20 The bond
dissociation energies for Ar-X are as follows: Cl ) 96
kcal/mol, Br ) 81 kcal/mol, and I ) 65 kcal/mol.21

Accordingly, a decrease in the bond energy between

carbon and halide leads to an increase in the reactivity
of σ-bond metathesis. In addition, the steric hindrance
(ortho and para) plays a significant role in this transfor-
mation.

In summary, a catalyst system that achieves the direct
trialkylsilyl transfer to aryl halides has been developed.
This study provides further evidence of the usefulness
of bulky, electron-rich phosphines in palladium-catalyzed
coupling reaction. Detailed mechanistic investigations
and additional studies of related transformations are
under investigation.

Experimental Section

A Typical Experimental Procedure for Palladium-
Catalyzed Silylation Reaction. To a solution of Pd(t-Bu3P)2
(2.8 mg, 0.0055 mmol) and K3PO4 (350 mg, 1.65 mmol) in dry
and degassed NMP (1.0 mL), trialkylsilane (0.60 mmol) and aryl
halide (0.55 mmol) were added under a nitrogen atmosphere.
After being stirred for 5 h at room temperature, the reaction
mixture was quenched with water, extracted with CH2Cl2 three
times, and dried over Na2SO4. The solvent was evaporated under
reduced pressure, and column chromatography on silica gel
afforded the spectroscopically pure silylated product.
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SCHEME 3. Tentative Intermediates A-D for the
Silylation Reaction

J. Org. Chem, Vol. 70, No. 23, 2005 9609




